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sympathetic toward men. If we will base ourselves upon that 
which is best in the past, if we will use wisely the results of all this 
painful, conscientious toil, then in the new century the Old Tes- 
tament need be neither a sealed book nor a neglected book, but 
may take, more and more, its rightful place as one of God's 
ministering servants, bringing light, joy, and peace to many 
struggling souls. 



a fWrtritatton. 



Luke 7 : 34. "The Son of man is come eating and drinking." 

Christ seems here in a word to suggest a liberty of action as yet 
uncomprehended, and a side of mission work as yet unclaimed. 

The naturalness of all ordinary social life belonging to God, 
rather than leading away, or only permitted by him ; the obliteration 
of the words "secular" and "religious," and the substitution for them 
of "direct "and "indirect;" the breadth and beauty of a'life so rich in 
vitality and truthfulness that it claimed all normal desires for itself — 
all these are suggested in Christ's statement of himself: "The Son of 
man came eating and drinking." 

Luke 10 : 40. " ' Lord, bid her [Mary] therefore that she help 
me;' and the Lord answered, '. . . . but one thing is needful.'" 

Martha's extreme busy-ness had not been rebuked by Jesus. For 
the activity with her was not, in truth, direct neglect of spiritual privi- 
leges for temporal comforts, but, instead, solicitous care for creature 
comforts was to her the measure of personal devotion and spiritual 
interest. Had she done her work silently, Jesus therefore would not 
have spoken. 

But when her form of service became, not only the demonstration 
of her own devotion, but the measure or test of another's, Jesus gently 
reminded her that only one thing was needful — love to him. 



